WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND?
Why this terror that there may be taken from us some-
thing which we do not, in economic fact, possess ?
Our conduct in insisting upon adequate defence is
not so irrational .as the form of the question might
suggest.
There are two motives, perfectly rational as far as
they go, one economic, one political, which explains
our defensive activity.
The history of the seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century Empires (particularly the Spanish) shows
pretty clearly that it is of dubious advantage to a
country to incur the costs and frictions inherent in the
imperialist rule of powerful distant communities*
But a highly industrialised country may well be, as
Britain is, vitally dependent upon an international or
world-wide process which disorder and political
anarchy can utterly disrupt. The cost to Lancashire
and other industrial areas in Britain of the anarchy
which has smitten China since the War, has been
immense, incalculable. And if formal withdrawal
from, say, India were to involve on that sub-continent
the kind of chaos which China these last years has
revealed (and India is far less homogeneous in its
make up than China, and might well prove to be
more subject to internal clashes and strains) there
would be no question of the cost to Britain.
In other words Britain has a very vital interest in
the maintenance of order in territories which furnish
her a market.
If the Suez Canal were suddenly blocked or trade
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